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Volunteer effort on the part of 
property owners has recently 
brought about a modest tree 
planting program on Alta Street. 
The twelve foot high olive trees 
are still doing fine after having 
been planted several months 
ago. Considering the width of 
the street and sidewalk and the 
parking problem, this is a real 
achievment. For information 
for your street call Morton 
Rader or Jim Jackman, who 
will be taking over the tree 
planting committe in the Fall. 
i». ••• if you- call Brian . 

Fewer of the Street Tree Div¬ 
ision of the Bureau of Street 
Cleaning (2323 Army Street, 

HE 1-2121 ), he would be glad to 
send plant lists, technical infor¬ 
mation and application forms. 


GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1964 








Z O N I N G 

Zoning Committee Chairman Kenneth 
Evers, members of the Screening 
Sub-committee (Clyde Edmondson , 

Southpfund, George Raad, Nancy Katz) 
and Morton Rader have been actively 
following zoning variance requests on 
the Hill. They have found that a Large 
number of Telegraph Hill Property 
owners have requested special priv¬ 
ileges { this sets undesirable preced¬ 
ents) from the Department of City 
Planning to exceed maximum lot cov¬ 
erage allowed under the law. 

Requests for excessive lot coverage are generally refused by the Planning Depart¬ 
ment. Most of them are then referred to the Board of Permit Appeals, which,time 
after time, has over-ruled the planning department and has granted applicants their 
requestofor excessive lot coverage. The present Board seems to have but one phil- 
osophy^which is:to grant any appeal which will raise the tax revenue base. 

Our attempts to retain important open space on Telegraph Hill have thus far been 
less than successful, but we are now confronted by a variance request that 
transcends in importance any that we have had before. 

Apartment builder Angelo Sangiacomo has applied for a variance on the North line 
of Union Street between Kearny and Montgomery (the site of the old Rudolph 
Schaffer School of Design). The applicant is asking for a height limit from 9 feet 
to 13 feet in excess of the 40 foot height limit which has been established by ord¬ 
inance. This new variance request is very serious. If granted, it could produce 
a complete breakdown of height limitations on the Hill . 

We can not and must not allow the height limitations to perish. They are the single 
most important characteiistic of the residential character of Telegraph Hill. Your 
Zoning Committesintends to keep closely in touch with developments concerning this 
controversial request, and they ask assistance from all Dwellers, especially from 
residents and property owners along the neighboring streets. 



PARKIN G 


CHINATOWN NORTH-BEACH 


Spaces are getting harder to find 
all the time. Even if you have a 
garagejit is hard to get into it. 
Anyone interested in studying the 
problem and starting action please 
contact Dr. Stanley Burton, 1409 
Montgomery St., GA 1-4441, Chair¬ 
man of the Parking Committee. 


The Dwellers were represented at 
the last meeting of the SPUR China¬ 
town - North Beach Committee , 
Topics on the agenda included the 
Chinese Cultural & Trade Center, 
the North Beach Police Station and 
Garage and height limit controls 
for Chinatown. 



ALCATRAZ HEARING 

Marion Evers spoke at the hearing at Commerce High 
School. She proposed that any use of Alcatraz should 
not overlook the possibility of a bridge anchorage for 
a bridge from Van Ness Avenue to Tiburon. 


DID ANYONE ELSE READ ABOUT GOVERNOR BROWNS SUGGESTION TO USE 
TELEGRAPH HILL AS A JUMPING OFF SPOT FOR A CROSSING TO MARIN ? 
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For almost a year many ideas have been put forth for a suitable memorial for 
Silvio Catelii in keeping with the many contributions that he made to life on the 
Hill. Of all of these there appears to be one that he would have preferred. The 
intersection of Union and Montgomery was always ’his corner'.It is also the 
Coit bus stop, and Speedy’s grocery store is a natural gathering place. It is 
recommended that a bench with a suitably inscribed plaque be placed on the 
corner next to Speedy’s and that one or two trees be planted. 

So far the owner of the corner building and the Department of Public Works 
view this idea with favor. The memorial fund which contains contributions from 
15 people presently totals almost $80, We know that there are many more who 
would contribute but have only been waiting for the presentation of a concrete 
idea. The memorial will require about $150 more. If you would like to make a 
contribution please send a check made out to Telegraph Hill Dwellers to Morton 
Rader, Please note on the .check " Catelii Memorial’!.',. .... 

minor victory on montgomery street and filbert steps 

Action by the Dwellers at the suggestion of David 
Myrick has brought about litter cans along Montgomery 
Street and new street signs on the Filbert Steps (to 
Napier Lane and Darrow Place). So far there has been 
no response to a suggestion for suitable lighting on the 
steps. Anyone wishing to, should harangue Mr. Clark 
of the Bureau of Lighting, Heating and Power (425 
Mason Street ) for new lights. 

MEMORIAL FUNDS FOR FRED MEYER AND CHARLES INCE 

Voluntary contributions have already been received by Dennis Flynn for the fund for 
Fred Meyer who, as many will remember, was the first president of the THD. There 
are no doubt many Dwellers who would like to contribute to. a suitable memorial for 
both Fred Meyer and Charles Ince. Contributions and suggestions for the memorial 
should be addressed to Dennis. Note outlie check "Meyer MemoriaP'or "Ince Memorial". 


DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 

Dues for 1964 are payable, SI. 00 / 
person / year is very little and 
your organization does its best to 
make the dues go a long way. 


BUL L E TIN 

Starting in the fall Emily Heron 
will take over as Chairman of the 
Bulletin Committee. Please send 
your news items to her at 1422 Kearny. 



li 


ENLIST FIVE NEW MEMBERS EVERY MONTH 
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It was felt that the organization could assist a neighborhood conservation 
program only by strongly encouraging voluntary home improvement. This 
process is taking place all over the hill. 

Everyone agreed that a street tree planting program should continue to be a major 
THD objective. Strong leadership and active community participation will be re¬ 
quired to advance this program. 

The Directors questioned the need for an increase in dues. Some felt that it 
would result in a loss of membership. At the next meeting opinions on this will 
be invited. 

Almost everyone was In favor of having a party in the fall. Mary O'gara is the 
chairman of this project. She needs volunteers to help make arrangements. 

Efforts to designate a THD historian, which was suggested, have failed. A 
program to survey and to identify appropriately tangible and intangible facets 
of the historical tradition of the Hill may still be a good idea. Anyone with 
information, photographs or facts on events, streets, people, houses, etc and 
who is willing to spend some time please contact Morton Rader. 



GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
THURSDAY - 8 P.M. 
SEPTEMBER 24, 1964 
TELEGRAPH HILL NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
555 CHESTNUT STREET 


Please make a special effort to attend so you 
can get up to date on all recent activities 


To save postage, no other notice of this meet¬ 
ing will be sent to you, so mark the date now. 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1964 
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